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To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of 
the  Droltwich  Borough  Council, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  & G-entlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957» 

The. Report  is  set  out  in  the  usual  sections  and  I 
have  endeavoured  to  comment  on  points  of  interest  where 
appropriate.  In  fact  thehe  have  been  few  changes,  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  remaining  very  satisfactory, 
but  I. do  feel  that  the  Year  was  one  notable  for  advances  in 
Medical  Science  which  may  be  of  great  importance  in  futu3-'’e 
years. 


Many  more  parents  are  accepting  the  combined  Vaccine 
now  readily  available  for  protection  of  young  infants  and 
children  against  Diptherla  and  Whooping  Cough,  The  demand  for 
vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  has  been  quite  remarkable 
and  until  supplies  of  Salk  Vaccine  v/ere  made  available  this 
Year,  few  cases  could  be  dealt  with*  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Vaccine  will  reduce  the  mortality/  and 
paralysis  from  this  disease  very  considerably.  Influenza 
Vaccine  (Asian  type)  was  made  available  for  Field  Trials 
amongst  specialized  groups,  and  for  the  protection  of  Doctors 
and  Nurses,  and  it  is  hoped  that  supplies  will  be  available 
to  deal  with  epidemics  in  the  community  in  future  years. 

Great  strides  forward  have  been  made  in  the  fields  of 
Heart  and  Brain  Surgery  by  the  development  of  the  Heart-Lung 
Machine  and  the  use  of  Hypothermia,  now  practiced  at  the 
Birmingham  United  Hospitals,  and  within  reach  of  Droitwich 
patients  if  necessary.  Fresh  hope  has  been  offered  to 
sufferers  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  many  forms  of 
Cancer  by  the  development  of  nev/  surgicsd.  and  medical 
techniques. so  that  there  is  little  need  to  fear  these  diseases 
providing  the  patient  presents  himself  sufficiently  early 
for  advice. 

The  en^hasls  is  now  placed  on  prevention  rather  than 
cure  and  the  old  adage  that  '‘a  stitch  in  time  saves  nine'* 
applies  equally  well  to  the  Essential  Seryices  administered 
by  Local  Authorities,  as  to  Public  Health,  The  Welfare 
Services  are  well  under  way,  Education  has  received  its  fair 
share,  and  Housing  standards  have  Improved  considerabl3/’,  but 
one  must  alv/ays  beware  lest  the  Environmental  Services  (of 
Water,  Sewerage,  Highways  and  Public  Cleo.nsing)  are  taken  so 
much  for  granted  that  cuts  and  economies  reduce  their 
efficiency,  I am  sure  this  will  not  happen, in  Droitwich  for 
although  the  inhabitants  bear  a heavy  rate  burden  they  also 
insist  on  adequate  standards  being  provided. 

May  I express  my  appreciation  of  the  kind  consideration 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  invaluable 
assistance  provided  by  the  Surveyor  and  his  staff  during  the 
Year, 


I am,  Mr,  Mayor, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SPENCER  STEPHENS. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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SEC?ION”A"  STATISTICS, 


kfQB. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
resident  populo.tion,  mid~1957* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1957 
(according  to  Rato  Books). 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April  1957 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  .1. 
Illegitimate  . ...  ... 


1735  acres. 

(6710)  6850 

(1911)  2104 

£91,203..  . 

£357.  11.  2. 

vital  statistics  fpr  the  yearl- 


Malo.  F cmed  o * Total. 

56  58  114 

3.5  8 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  17.81  Comparability, 


...  ...  ... 



Factor  M 

0*97 

Standardised  Birth  Rato  ,,, 

♦ ♦ * * f ♦ 

(19',  9) 

17*3 

Birth  Rate  -.England  and  Wales  * 

« » 4 , It  m 

(15.7), 

16,1 

Still  Births'. 

Mai  G . 

Femal e. 

Total 

L egi c imat e *•.  ... 

•7 

1 

4 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per ’ i, 066' total  live 
and  still  births  ...  ...  •*.  ... 

(21.2) 

31.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1, 000  total  live 
and  still  births  England  and  WoAes  ,, 

(23'.0) 

22.4  . 

Deaths. 

, Male, 

Female. 

Total 

Analysis  of  Deaths  ...  ,,,54  6^  120 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  17*52  Compar.ability. 

Factor  r 0,84 

Standardised  Death  Rato  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  (10,3)  14*7 

Death  Rate  England  and  V/ales  . ...  ...  (11,7)  11*5 

Deaths  from  PUERPERi\L  CAUSES.-  1 . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  .2  - 2 

Illegitimcato  — 1 1 


Infantile  Mortality  Rato  per 

1,000  live  births  ...  (29,0)  24*6 

Infantile  Mortality  Rato  - 

England  and  Wales  ...  .....  (23,8)  23,0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  aao.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


L egi G imat  0...  1 y 1 

111  eg  1 i->  imat  c.  »*,*•*«•,  •"’  1.  , 1 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  ocr  1,000  live  births  - (lAlB) 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  Er^laiid  and  Wales  U6*9) 


N,B,  Figures  in  brackets  o.re  those  for  the  previous  year. 


- 3 “ 

Primary  Causes  of  Death. 

Male', 

Female, 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

- 

” other. 

-- 

SjTphilitic  diseases. 

- 

- 

Diptheria, 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough, 

- 

Meningococcal  Inf ec'cions. 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

- 

- 

Measles. 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

5 

3 

" “ lung,  bronchus* 

6 

— 

“ " Breast^ 

— 

3 

” “ uterus. 

- 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

8 

3 

Leuiiaomia,  aleukaemia. 

1 

- 

Diabetes, 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

7 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

2 

8 

Hypertension  vjith  heart  disease. 

1 

2 

Other  heart  diseases. 

9 

14 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

1 

2 

Influenza, 

1 

Pneumonia, . 

3 

3 

Bronchitis, 

4 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory . system. 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

- 

1 

G-astritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea, 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis, , 

1 

1 

Hs^perplasia  of  prostate. 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  a’bo^tion. 

- 

1 

Congenjjfel  malformations. 

- 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

3 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents, 

2 

1 

All  othpr  accidents. 

«w* 

2 

Suicide, • 

- 

Homicide, 

- 

- 

It  ^ II 
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SECTION  »3»  G-ENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

1,  The  following  services. are  provided  by  the  County  Council;- 

( a)  Ambulance  Service* 

The  main  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  £it  Worcester, 
where  a fleet. of  modern  ambulances  is  manned  day  and  night. 
Other  Ambulance  Stations  are  situated  at  Brornsgrove  and 
Kidderminster. 

A special  ambulance  for  rheumatic  cases  is  stationed 
in  Droltwich,  This  vehicle  is  equipped  ¥/ith  special 
devices  for  the  aid  of  crippled  patients. 

The  hospital  car  service,  manned  by  volunteers,  is 
used  to  supplement  the  Ambulance  Service, 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are 
conveyed  in  special  ambulances  which  are  stationed  at 
the  Isolation  Hospitals, 

( b)  Home  Help  Service, 

This  Service  is  administered  by  the  Women^ s 
Voluntary  Services  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  The 
service  provides  domestic  help  in  cases  of  illness  and 
for  maternity  cases  during  confinement. 

There  are  one  full-time  and  seven  part-time  Horae 
Helps  v/orking  in  the  Borough, 

Payment  for  this  service  is  made  according  to  means* 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  assisted 
through  this  service; - 


Chronic  54 
Oencral  15 
Maternity/-  I5 
Tuberculosis  1 


( c)  Homo  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting;  Service* 

Two  District  Nurse  Midwivos  are  stationed  in  the 
Borough*  They  attend  booked  domiciliary?'  midwifery 
cases  and  o-ssist  the  Crenoral  Practitioners  with  generoH 
nursing  problems  and  injections  in  the  home.  There  is 
also  one  full-time  Health  Visitor  for  the  Borough,  whose 
main  duty  is  the.  care  of  young  children  from  0 - 5 yca,rs, 
but  she  is  also  respo'nsible  for  the  health  and  welfa.re  of 
the  whole  family^  She  attend.s  the  Infant  V/elfare  and 
A'nte-Natal  Clinics  and  is  in  close  contact  with  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  A specialist  Health  Visitor 
is  employed  for  visiting  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  she 
operates  from  the  P\.oyal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  where  she 
has  access  to  the  patientfe’  clinical  records,  and  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chest  Physician  in  charge, 

( d)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  I.Iothers  and  Youns:  Children, 

The  County  Council’s  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held 
every  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  Baptist  Church  Hall, 
DroitT/ich, 

During  the  year  2,6o8  attendances  were  made  at  this 
Clinic,  compared  with  2745  previous  year. 

The  County  Council’s  ante-natcL  clinic  is  held  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoons  in  each  month 
at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  Droitv\rich, 


. - 


. '.0'^  / -..'.L  . ^ ■ 

'io  o ^ 

. . .t"  .'OD  " . ■'  ' ' 


or,  ;: 


; 


:"f 


Ir^  .-.. 


V' 


( 


IJQ  ■ . 

swGo  ^ ■_  ■ ' ' ■ ^ o-;.-:  ■ 

• j ■.  ' ‘ ' : ‘ }.i ' 

■•■  . . ..  ,v')/a  ■■•' 


f-  f 


- 5 - 


During  the  year  l6l  a/i: tendances  v/ere  made  at  this 
Clinic,  compared  with  YJ2.  the  previous  year. 


( e ) Diotheria  Immunisation  and  Smallnox  Vaccination, 

Vaccination  and  ipnuni sation  can  he  carried  out, 
free  of  charge,  by  the  ‘patient’s  ov/n  doctor,  or  at  the 
County'-  Council’s  Clinic. 

The  following  inoculations  wore  do'ne  during  1957»“' 

Dl-ptherla  Immiunis option  (including  combined  Y/ho oping 

Cough  injections) 

Number  of  children  v/ho  received  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  during  the  year. 

Number  of  children  who  received  reinforcing 
doses  during  the  year. 

Vaccination, 

Number  of  persons  ¥/ho  received  a primary 
vaccination  during  the  year. 

Number  of  persons  vrho  v/ero  rc--vaccino/Gcd 
during  the  year, 

(f)  Admissions  to  Part  III  Accommodation  National 

Assistance  Act  194u. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  durl'ng  the  Year. 

Two  cases. v/ero  dealt  with  info'rmally.  One  old  lady  v/as 
eventually  removed  to  a private  Nursing  Home  by  her 
relatives.  In  the  other  case  the  patient  v/as  admitted 
to  Ayonside  Hospital,  Evesham  cas  a short  stay  case  and 
improvements  effected  to  the  property  before  he  returned 
home. 


129 

83 

184 

3 


2.  Hospitals. 

The  following  services  are  provided  by  the 

Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board: - 

(a)  The  district  is  served  by  general  hospitals  in 
Y/orc ester  and  Birmingham, 

(b)  Cases  of  infectious  disea.se  ax'’c  admitted  to  Newtov/n 
Isolation  Hospital,  Worcester, 

(c)  Maternity  cases,  v/hich  cannot  be  confined  at  home, 
are  admitted  to  Maternity/  Homes  at  Stourport, 
Bromsgrovo,  Evesham  and  Ronhsv/ood, 

( d)  Sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  arc 
situa.ted  at  Malvern,  Knightwick  and  V/orccster, 

(e)  The  tov/n  is  v/ell  recognised  as  one  of  the  leading 
Centres  for  the  treatment  of  Rheumatic  diseases, 
and  there  is  a flourishing  Out-patient  Department 
situated  at  the  Brine  Bo/jhs,  There  are  also  tv.fo 
special  Hospitals  reserved  exclusively  for  treating 
the  more  severe  cases  of  the  disease,  and  both 
oporohe  on  a Nalcional  basis,  accepting  cases  from 
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(e)  continued 
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all  over  the  country,  Highfleld  Hospital  has 
5O-6O  beds  tand  St,  Johns  Hospito,!  48  bods. 

The  average  length  of  sta;^  for  0.  course  of 
Hydrotherapy  is  three  vrooks,  but  other  modern 
methods  of  treatment  are  now  being  used  and 
may  necessitate  the  reationt  st<aying  in  much 
longer*  A gadgets  kitchen  has  also  been  set 
up  at  Highfield  Hospital  with  a vievj  to 
teaching  the  female  patients  in  particular 
to  overcome  their  physical  disabilities  in  the 
home,  Man^r  other  gadgets  have  been  invented 
which  enable  patients  to  perform  simple  (ictions, 
whicli^  due  to  limitation  of  Joint  m.ovoment, 
v/ould  otherwise  have  to  be  done  for  them. 


End  of  Section  ”B" 
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SECTION  "C"  - SANITARY  CIRCUNSTANCSS  OF  THE  AREA^ 


Water  Suppl?/'. 

The  water  supply/"  to  the  Borough,  purchased  in  hulk,  from 
the  Eo.st  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company,  continued  to  he 
adequate  in  both  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year* 
Samples  were  teheii  for  analysis  and  gave  satisfactory  results* 

A cop3/'  of  the  County  Anal3''st-s  report  on  a seiaplc  of  this  yfoXov 
is  given  helow„ 

The  majority  of  dv/elling  houses  in  the  town  have  a wqtor 
suppl3^  direct  from  the  public  mains,  with  the  exception  of  ,, 
outlying  farms  and  cottages,  vrhich  have,  a supply  from  wells* 


Number  of  Standpipes  in  the. area. 
Number  of  Wells  in  the  aroca. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNTY  ANALYST  ON  SAIvlPLE  OF 

TOWN  WATER. 

Physical  characters 

Clear 

Odour 

None 

Deposit 

Slight  “ 

Brown  pH, 

C he  mi c al  Exami nation. 

( R e sul t s exp  res 

sed  in  parts 

Solids  in  suspension 

(Dried  at  100° 

C)  Slight 

” ” solution 

(Dried  at  l80O 

c)  260 

II  II  li 

(After  ignition  ) 235 

Chlorides  calculated 

as  common  salt 

Hardness,  perrAvsnent 

60 

” temporary/" 

” total 

185 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 

0,01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Trace 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitr 

'ates) 

8.7 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nit 

rites) 

Nil 

Oxygen  o-bsorbeo.  in  4 

hours  at  27°  C, 

0*15 

(N/8C 

) Permanganate) 

Toxic  I.ietals 

None  d 

Residual  Chlorine  on 

receipt 

Nil. 

Op  ini  on. 

The  chemical  condition  of  the  sa-mplc  is  satisfactory^, 
DATE:  11th  April,  1957* 

Signed:  M,Ia,  Love. 

County’’  Anal'^st, 


Bactoriologlca].  Examination* 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  Agar, 

(a)  in  tvro  da.ys  a/c  37*^  C Nil  per  100  ml, 

(b)  Faece,l  Coli  ” " " 100  ml* 

Opinion. 

The  sample  is  fit  for  drihliing* 

DATE:  5th  April,  1957. 

Signed;  E.A.J*  Bridgewater  i:I,3*,  Ch,B, 
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.2  ifea  InagQ^  So\7oragG  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

TliG  Smiago  Disposal  Works  siluatod  in  Hampton  Roo,d  aro  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Survo^ror. 


Careful  attention  to  detail  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Staff, 
has  kept  the  Sewage  Works  running  as  efficiently  o,s  possible,  but 
there  is  little  doubt  that  extensive  improvements  must  be  effected. 
Flow  through  the  Sedimentation  and  Humus  Tanias  is  far  too  rapid, 


and  solids  are 
facilities  are 
adopted. 


visible  in  the  final  effluent.  Sludge  drying 
also  unsuitable  and  more  modern  methods  should  be 


Sample  of  Final  Effluent  Sewage  V'/'orks,  Hampton  Road.  Droltv/lch. 

Physical  Characters^  Colour  Slightly  Opalescent,  brown. 

Deposit  - Brown, 

Odour  - Slight,  earthy. 

Chemical  Examination,  Parts  per  Million, 


Solids  in  suspension 

(Dried  at  100°  C) 

68 

” " solution 

(Dried  at  l80°  C) 

5750 

II  II  II 

After  ignition 

5590. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

3053. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

11,5 

Albuminoid  ” 

3 ?3. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

53*3 

Nitrite  ” 

o»5 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 

hc'urs  at  27°  C, 

14,7 

Dissolved  atmospheric 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  5 days 

at  18°  C, 

18,6 

pH  value 

6,9 

DATE:  14th  February,  195^ 

Signed:  W,E,  Jones,  Deputy  County  Analyst ^ 

The  effluent  fails  to  reach  the  Royal  Commission's  standa.rds 
with  respect  to  solids  in  suspension. 

In  July  1955;  Sir  Arnold  Waters,  Consulting  Engineer, 
submitted  a report  to  the  Council  suggesting  that  extensions  to  the 
existing  works  could  be  added  in  three  instalments  to  provide  for 

(a)  the  existing  population, 

(b)  up  to  10,000  persons, 

(c)  up  to  15,000  persons. 

Each  instalment  vjould  cost  in  the  region  of  £6o,  000, 
Modifications  would  also  have  to  be  made  to  the  present  works  by 
the  reconstruction  of  storm  water  tanks,  screening  and  grit  removal 
plant  and  the  provision  of  new  sludge  drying  beds  at  a cost  of 
approxims/cely  £13,000.  Some,  seven  acres  of  land  would  be  required 
for  Scheme  (a)  and  fortunatel3^  land  with  a suitable  fall  is 
available  close  to  the  works.  The  Counter  _ Council  have  been  aslied 
to  consider  a G-rant  tov'ards  the  Capital  Cost  of  the  work  but  the 
decision  to  proceed  has’,  not  yet  been  mo,de. 

Swlmminp:  Bath. 

The  resigno^tion  of  the  Mo.nager  of  the  Sea  Bathing  Lido  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  produced  difficulties  for  the  Borough 
Surveyor  during  the  vrhole  of  the  summer,  which  it  was  difficult  to 
overcome  until  the  purification  plant  could  be  shut  down.  The 
filters  were  in  a poor  condition  and  the  pumps  were  not  operating 
effectively;  nevertheless  it  was  possible  to  carr3’‘  on  with  fairl.y 
heavy  bathing  loads  to  the  end  of  the  season. 


Continued  - 
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Swimming  Bath  - Coriolnued. 


V/ith  tliG  exception  of  the  first  sample  in  all 

subsequent  samples  v^ere  bacteriologically  satisf axtor;/,  but  anxiety 
v/as  felt  as  to  the  ability  of  the  Chlorination  Plant  to  deal  with 
virus  infections.  For  this  reason  the  instehlation  of  broali  point 
Chlorination  was  recommended  a.nd  many  other  improvements  have  now 
been  carried  out,  as  elaborated  in  the  Borough  Surveyor's  report 
(page  22  « ’’Droitwioh  Park  & Lido'*) 

4.  Refuse  Disposal. 

A system  of  controlled  tipping  has  been  carried  out  for 
some  years  on  a site  adjacent  to  King  G-oorge's  Playing  Field,  but 
there  is  now  very  little  space  available.  Planning  permission  has 
now  been  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  disused  portion  of  the  Canal 
between  Hanbury  Wharf  and  the  Borough  for  this  purpose,  and  it  v/111 
be  worthwhile  experimenting  with  this  method  as  other  nortlons  of 
the  C anal  may  require  filling  in  later. 

The  presence  of  swarms  of  flies  in  various  parts  of  the  town 
during  the  early  summer  months  brought  criticism  of  the  tip,  which 
however  was  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Investigation  has  shov/n 
that  these  outbreaks  were,  due  to  cluster  flies  and  samples  talien 
from  house  roofs  were  identified  at  the  British  Museum  as  being 
due  to  Dasyphora  cyanclla.. 

B.  Droitwlch  Canal. 


Following  a report  by  the  Consulting  Engineer  on  a ^B10,  000 
Scheme  for  the  Abandonment  of  the  Canal  at  the. end  of  1954; 
negotiations  were  opened  up  with  Coventry  and  Worcestershire  cities 
with  a view  to  obtaining  help  with  this  scheme.  They  arc  the  main 
users  of  Severn  River  Water  and  have  a direct  Interest  in  the 
problem  as  it  is  essential  that , the  amount  of  brine  discharged  from 
the  canal  to  the  river  should  be  strictly  controlled  and  onl37' 
discharged  at  high  water  levels-.  The  construction  of  a brine 
storage  reservoir  is  therefore  an  esseiitial  part  of  the  Abaiidoniflent 
Scheme  and  oppears  to  be  the  only  vrep  to  solve  the  problem.. 

Both  Coventrj^  and  Y/orcester  Citj;^  Councils  agreed  to 
contribute  tov/ards  the  cost  of  the  scheme  providing  a start  was 
made  before  January  1st  195^;  s.nd  the  County  Council  odso  D.greod  to 
provide  a G-rant,  subject  to  certain  assuro.nces  beinp’  given  with 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  Kighvfa^r  drainage.  Considerable 
discussion  v/itli  these  authorities  took  place  during  the  joelt,  but 
complete  agreement  was  not  reo.ched  as  to  the  size  of  the  Brine 
Storage  reservoir  in  vie\7  of  the  diminishing  amount  of  brine  being 
discharged,  and  further , meter  readings  arc  being  token.  It  is 
now  anticipated  that  o.  smokier  scheme  may  be  adequeoto  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Act, 


End  of  Section  "C", 
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S^ilCTIOH  "D"  - HOUSING, 


TllG 

during  1957 


follov/ing  to,blG 


shovrs  'the  housing  vjork  carriod  out; 


NumDor  of  novj  houses  or g clod 

(1)  By  bho  Local  Authority  4i 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  60 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  durins:  the  year  : - 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dv/elling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)*  155 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  I70 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  (included  under 

sub-heading  (l)  above)  v/hich  v/ere  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulation  I925  and  1932^  3^ 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  53 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  a state 
so  dsaigerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  und.er  the  preceding  sub— heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation^,  155 


2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  joar  v/itliout 

Service  of  Formal  Notices*  ^ 


Number  of  defective  dv/elling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers,  . 86 

3,  Action  und.er  Statutory  Pov/ers  durinm  the  '/ear , 


(1) 


Proceedings  under  Sect 
the  Housing  Act  193 

(a)  Number  of  dv/elling 
v/hich  Notices  v/ero 
repairs, 

( b)  Number  of  dwelling 
rendered  fit  after 
Notices, 

By  Owners 

By  Local  Authority 


ons  9;  ^-0  Wild  16  of 

houses  in  respect  of 
served  requiring 

houses  which  were 
service  of  f o r mal 

in  default  of  ov/ners. 


(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  Loupes  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  v/erc  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  r erne died. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 
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(b)  Number  of  dv/olling  houGOS  in  v/hicii  dofecis 
vrero  reraodlod  after  service  of  formal 
nouicoG  i-r 


By  Ov./nerse 

Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  dofo.ult  of  Ov/ners, 

Nil 

(3) 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  193^ 

(a)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of 
Y/hich  Demolition  Orders  v/oro  made. 

Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dv/olling  houses  demolished  in 
porsuanco  of  Demcilition  Orders, 

Nil 

(4) 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act  1936 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders 
v/ere  mado. 

2 

(b)  Number  of  sopoxate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders 
v/cre  determined;  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit. 

Nil 

Housing:  Act  19S6.,  Part  IV,  Overcrov/ding:,, 

(1) 

(a)  Number  of  dv/olling s overcrov/dod  at 
the  end  of  the  year  5- 

7 

(b)  Num.bor  of  fomiilios  dv/elling  therein. 

Q 

y 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dv/elling  therein. 

60 

(2) 

Number  of  novj  Ccusos  of  ovorcrov/ding  reported 
during  the  year. 

10 

(3) 

(0.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrovrding  relieved 
during  the  year. 

3 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cascs. 

12 

(c)  Number  of  houses  agohn  overcrov/dod 
after  being  previously  relieved. 

None 

End  of  Section  ’'D‘‘ 
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SECTION  "E"  - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD, 


The  main  problem  under  conrjidcration  during  the  Yce.r  xjd.g 
that  of  providing  adequate  mocut  inGpoction  and  control  over  a 
now  Poultry  Packing  Station  v/hich  opened  .at  one  of  the 
factories  in  the  tov/n.  Some  4^000  - birds  y;cro  being 

killed  daily,  on  occasions,  and  it  r/as  obvious  that  onl2''  spot 
checks  could  be  carried  out.  Furthermore  satisfactoiv 
inspection  could  not  bo  made  unless  ovi sccro.tion  v/cro  po.rt  of 
the  process,  and  this  v/as  not  being  done  initially.  The 
premises  v/cre  maintained  in  quite  a hygienic  condition  but 
obviously  required  periodic  inspection  in  addition  to  vrhich  a 
measure  of  control  uas  considered  desirolole  over  the  personnel 
Involved, 


Your  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  declared  that  it 
¥/as  quite  impossible  to  carry  out  these  additional  duties  and 
it  v/.as  accepted  that  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
ijould  have  to  be  appointed.  In  fact  the  problem  resolved 
itself  when  the  firm  closed  dov/n  in  3-953,  and  no  further 
discussion  has  talion  place,  I still  consider,  hov'cvcr,  that 
there  is  the  need  for  a trained  Assist. ant  to  relievo  the 
Surveyor  of  many,  of  his  Public  Health  duties  cand  especially  in 
this  important  task  of  food  inspection  v/hich  is  so  vital  to 
communitj^  health.  In  addition  to  the  Hotel  and  Catering 
Industry  v/hich  is  providing  mainly  for  visitors  to  the  Spa,  thi. 
manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream  outside  the  tov/n,  and  the 


Meat 


trade 


boJzcry,  Milk  and  ui.c! 

infriiippement  s of  the  lav/, 
complete  and  the  official  of 
called  in  v/hen  the  Surveyor  1 
other  reasons  I do  feci  thcat 
should  be  reconsidered, 


must  be  v/.atched  carefully  for 


iioo-t  Inspection  h.as  not  been  lOC^ 
■an  adjoining  authority  has  to  be 
G on  holiday.  For  those  and  maipr 
this  question  of  trained  staff 


There  is  one  manufacturer  oaid  thirty/-  five  retailers  of  Ice- 
Cro.am  registered  by  the  Local  Authorit^r  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  .and  Drugs  Act  1933,  Three  premises  are  registered  o.s 
Dairies  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  and  six  dealers 
distribute  m.ilk  v/ithin  the  Borough.  Licences  issued  during  the 
year  v/cre  for  the  follov/ing  designations 


Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  4 
Pasteurised  onl^?'  2 


Routine  moat 
Hea3-th  Inspector 
in  the  Borough, 
on  the  follov/ing 


inspection  v/o.s  Ccirriod  out  by  the  Public 
at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse ' operating 
and  the  quant It^?"  of  mco.t  dealt  nith  is  shonn 
to.blc 
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Schedule  of  Mcr/‘:  inspcctod  Durlnrc  1:110  Icar  19^7* 


Nuraber  hilled 
(if  known). 

C o;'c  1 1 e 
Excluding 

Co\7S, 

Cows . 

Calves, 

Sheep 

ayad 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 
(if  known). 

110 

15 

375 

240 

1 1 1 r [ 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 u.  1 . 1 1 1 

Number  inspected. 

107 

- 

13 

315 

217 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  c<arcassGS 
condemned. 

1 

« 2 

- 

Carcasses  of  vrhich 
some  part  or  organ 
wo.s  condemned. 

4 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
numb  or  inspected 
affected  viith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci. 

3. If 

7.  If 

i.5f» 

Tuberculosis, only: 
Whole  carcasses 
condemned. 

-- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Carcasses  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
wo„s  condemned. 

1 

- 

r n 11  - r m t -r 

“ 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

o.9fa 

- 

Cysticerosia. 

- 

The  carcasGGS  ol  the  calf  and  sheep  vrero  casualties 
sent  in  to  the  slaughterhouse. 


4 


End  of  Section  "E” 
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SECTION  ‘‘F”. 


PREVALENCE  OF  MD  CONTROL  OYER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 
Notifiablo  PisoasGS. 


Particulr.rs  of  cases  of  infoctious  disease  v/hich  occurred 
during  the  j^oo.r  o,re  shoun  in  the  following  fololes:- 


Disease, 

— 

Total ' 
Cases . 

! Cases 

admitted 

Total 

Deaths. 

to  Hosnital. 

Pneumonia 

3 

..... 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

D 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

V/ho oping  Cough 

70 

Dysentery 

- 

Erysipelas 

"1 

_L 

- 

- 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

' 

•1 

j. 

’ 

— 

Moo-slos 

42 

- 

An  D.nal^/'sis  of  the  total  notified  eases  o.ro  tabula.tod  belor; 
according  to  ago  groups*-- 


A&’o 

Sca-rlct 

Me  a- 



Who  opine:  ^ 

i 

Pneu- 

— 

Opthai, 

Polio 

Dyson- 

Ery  s- 

1 G-roup 

Fever 

sles 

Gough 

m.onia 

Mfona. 

Myelitis 

tory 

ipolas 

1 fi  1 >1  .1  1 - 

Under 

1 yr* 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

1-2 

yrs. 

- 

10 

19 

— 

- 

3-4 

yrs. 

- 

14 

18 

_ 

5 years 

1 

17 

27 

— 

1 

1 

- 

10  ” 

- 

- 

... 

1 

15  >* 

- 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

o 

OJ 

- 

- 

-- 

35  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

... 

45  " 

& over 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

42 

70 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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Tuberculosis* 

Particulars  of  now  Ccasos  and  doo.tlis  from  tuberculosis  v;hich 
occurred  during  the  year  are  shov/n  belov/:-- 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Us. 

Non-re soiratory 

¥a  IU. 

Rosoir.atory 

Non-rosr>iratory 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  & 

over 

1 1 

1 

I I I 1 I I 1 1 I 1 

1 

j 

I H I I M I 1 I 1 1 

. 

TOTALS 

2 1 

- 1 i 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  during  1957 
o-re  shovm  below:  « 


Pulmonary  Np_n-^P  ul  mo  nary 


Is. 

Is, 

n 

Number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  register 
at  1st  January  1957* 

26 

20 

1 

5 

Additions  to  register 
during  year. 

2 

2 

- 

2 

28 

22 

1 

7 

Deductions  from  register 
during  ye  car. 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Number  of  Ccases  on  register 
at  31s''‘^  December  1957* 

24 

18 

1 

7 

Hootings  of  the  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  for  South 
V/orcest orshirc  wore  hold  queart orlj?'.  This  Committee  endeavours 
to  give  extra  help  to  needy  tuberculosis  po.tionts  and  their 
families. 


End  of  Section 


o 

■'Xf'  - 


l6  -- 


SECTION  "G-". 

FACTORIES  ACTS  19'^7  & 1948 , 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
were  made  as  follo\7s 

1.  Number  of  Factories  on  register  in  v/hich 

sections  1,  2^  4 & ^ are  enforced  by 

Local  Authority^  . 4^ 

No,  of  Inspections  made,  6 

2.  Number  of  Factories  not  included  above  in  which 

section  7 enforced  by  Local  Authority,  Nil 

No,  of  Inspections  made.  Nil 

3.  Number  of  other  Premises  in  v/hich  Section  7 

is.  enforced  b3'‘  Local  Authority/,  Nil 

No,  of  Inspections  made.  Nil 

Cases  in  v/hich  Defects  were  found 
Sanitary  Conveniences  - Insufficient 


Y/ant  of 
Cleanliness 


Found  - 3 
Remedied  - 2 


Found  - 1 
Remedied  - 1 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted  - Nil, 

Number  of  Out-workers  in  list  required  bjr 
Section  110  (l)  (C)  (3).^ 


End  of  Sect i on*' G-" 
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Borough  Survej'-or's  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Droltv/ich. 

August,  1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the, 

Droitv'/ich  Town  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  & G-entlemen, 

I beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  13th  Annual 
Report  upon  my  xiork  during  1957  as  Public  Health  Inspector  to 
your  Council,  to  which  I have  8.1  so  added  no  cos  upon  the 
Surveyor's  Department,  The  year  has  shown  stead;,^  development 
in  the  tovm  by  private  enterprise,  the  commencement  of  the  Chawso 
Estate  and  the  overhaul  and  modernisation  of  the  purification 
plant  at  the  Lido,  During  the  year  major  problems  before  the 
Council  consisted  of  the  framing  of  a polic3^  for  Slum  Clearance, 
further  negotiations  for  the  abandonment  of  the  canal  and  the 
merging  of  the  water  undertaking  with  the  East  Worcestershire 
V/ator  Company, 

The  Council  decided  to  proceed  vrith  the  development  of  a 
no\7  sewage  disposal  v/orks  by  the  supplementation  of  the  present 
works  by  a now  one  to  the  West.  Land  v/as  acquired  for  this 
purpose. 


I append  belov/  a list  of  inspections  and  visits  made,  from 
vrhich  your  Council  v/ill  bo  able  to  note  the  many  and  varied  types 
of  routine  inspections  regularly  carried  out  by  the  officers  in 
this  department, 

I \70uld  once  again  thanl^  your  Council  for  your  continued 
support,  interest,  and  advice  which  is  so  readily  forthcoming, 

I v/ould  also  thanl^  the  Town  Clerk,  .the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  staff  in  my  department  and^ other  colleagues  for  their 
valued  assistance  and  co-operation. 


A statement  of  inspections  made  in  1957  is  as  follows; 

Visits  of  inspection  of  v/orks  in  progress  at  , 

Chav/son,  Nev/  Witton  Estate  L Lyttelton  Road  , , ^ 214 

Visits  to  direct  labour  and  contract  works  ...  253 


Inspections  of  new  buildings  under  Building 
Byelav/s  ,,,  ...  ...  , , 4-85 

Inspections  re  maintenance  of  liighv/ay^s.  ,,,  199 

Inspections  re  public  v/ater  supply  ...  ...  ^ ^ - 39 

Inspections  re  factories  including  bakehouses...  6 

Inspections  of  food  shops  ...  3I 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouse  ...  ,,,  9I 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  re  repairs  ...  ...  ...  3^8 

Visits  to  supervision  of  sev/ers,  Sov/age  Works 

and  Refuse  Tip  ...  ,,,  II8 

Visits  re  supervision  of  Lido  Parks  ^ Pubiic 

Open  Spaces  *•  **«  e,*  f ^ t ? ^^5 

Visits  re  CanoH  Scheme  ,,,  ...  ...  « . . ...  28 

Samples  token  for  analysis, . including. milk, . ... 

sewage,  v/ator,  ice  cream,  sv/imming  bath  v/ator 

and  trade  effluents,  ««•  •«»  I8 

- continued  — 
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Number  of  houses  inspGp.’>^Gb.  for  housing  dofects;. 
Including  ro-visits  V..  V..  --7"^ 


Visits  of  inspection  for  preparation. of  schemes., 

for  housing  cund  other  v/orkj  and.adviso  re, 

planning  and  building  byelav/s  .Vb  »•.  \ 9^ 

Inspection  of  houses  regarding  grants  or  in 

course  of  im-provement, , ^ ...  .7,  » . , » 39 

Miscollaneous  visits  not  otherv/iso  recorded  65 

New  Housing. 


The  first  contract  lot  for  the  construction  of  duellings  at 
the  Ohauson  Estate  v/as  completed  and  3I  houses  and  10  flats 
occupied.  The  high  banlc  rate  resulted  in  the  I’eiitals  being  high 
in  many  instances  applicants  offered  the  houses  v/ere  unable, 
accept.  As  a result  the  Council  decided  not  to  continue  the 
building  of  houses  untj.l  a loner  Banlc  rate  became  oporati’^.^o. 


ind 


to 


Considerable  discussion  and  amendments  to  the  draft  plans 
for  the  bungalous  and  shops  proposed  at  the  St,. Peter's  Crescent 
Esto.te  and  Chapel  Bridge  took  placo  and  at  the  end  of  the  3^ear 
tenders  were  being  obtained  for  those  contracts. 


Private  building  continued  apace,  notably  at  the  Nov/  \7itton 
Estate  where  Messrs*  George  Bourne  completed  the  extension  of 
roads  and  sewers  to  incorpora,te  a much  larger  area  of.  land,  and  in 
this  connection  43  houses  were  completed,  A further  1/  houses 
v7Gre  completed  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough*  Messrs,  G-eo. 
Harrison  Sc  Son  continue  with  development  off. Holloway  Road  in 
Pilgrim  Road*  Plans  for  the  development  of  a further  site  off 
Hollowa^''  Road  were  received  from  Messrs,.,  Geo,  Bourne  Ltd,  but 
building  was  not  commenced  during  1957 

Whilst  there  has  been  steady  progress  in  the  erection  of 
nc\7  private  houses  it  has  not  continued  at  the  same  pace  as 
previous  years,  presumablj^  due  to  the  dlfficult3'-  of  borrowing 
money*  The  Council  continue  successfully^  to  loan  money/  to  enable 
people  to  buy  their  own  houses. £1  loans  under  Housing  Act  1949 
being  made  during  the  year,, 

Housing  CircumstaiicoG  within  the  Borough. 

No  progress  in  Slum  Clearance  v/as  m.ado  dui-’ing  the  y'ear 
pending  the  formulation  of  the  Council's  policy.  This  v/as 
receiving  the  Council's  considered  .attention^  particularly 
bearing  in  mind  thp  rehousing  of  elderly  people  and  the  cost 
of  new  house  rents. 


Improvement  Grants. 


Four  Improvement  Grants  were  made  d.urlng  the  year  and 
four  Applications  were  received. 


Improvement  Grants  were  made  as  follows? 

Mr.  T.J,  Thomson,  Grey/stones,  Omborsloy/  Road,  for 
abolition  of  cesspool  and  connection  to  sower, 

Mrs.  Le  Cottrill,  1 Wostcroft  Street  in  respect  of 
No*3* . 'westcroft  Street* 

Mr.  J.A,  V/right,  7 Stey/nors  Avenue  in  respect  of 
N0.5I;  Corbett  Avenue* 

Trustees  of  Coventry  Charity'"  in  respect  of  Nurses 
House, 


^126,  0*  0. 
£224,  3,  0, 
£113,12,  6. 
£213,10,  0: 
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1 


. y-j 

iO 

/ •.  Ivrr"^-^  7}n  XtuXc/tJt- 

■-r  rlr:f  ^ Z rT  f. J'  V/ 


~:f':r. 


*•'  , & 

i ' 


■*..,'  :'  ■ . I';"  ■ ■ 

••■*•.  ' . . '"*■'''  ''■■  ■'  ■' 

' -/J-  u C ■ 

,;r.,X;-.:o  ;•  ’ 

.D''.  opTT\':j5 

. _ ^ ...  ^ 


# 


I oC! 

I 

I 


‘^:  voocno'i  rU 


b 


■' , 


A. 


I 


Applications  for  Council  Houses* 


The  nurlocr  of  rogistorod  applicants  v/as  I50  a.nd  at  the  close 
of  the  year  follov/ing  the  lotting  of  the  Chau/son  houses  thought 
r;as  being  given  bj'-  the  Housing  Connittoe  to  the  redrafting  of  the 
Points  Schono.,  bearing  in  mind  the  refusal  of  a nunbor  of  applica^nts 
for  the  Cha.wson  houses  duo  to  high  rents  and  their  desire  to 
remain  on  the  Housing  List, . At  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  every  applicant  for  a Council  house  in 
G-roup  .1;  l.e,  living  v/ithin  the  Borough^  had 

received  the  offer  of  a dv/elling  of  a hind  suitable  for  their 
family.  The  Council  as  a result  felt  that  the  housing  need  in 
the  Borough  has  greatly  oa.sod  a.nd  that  there  v/ill  be  no  real 
ha.rdship  if  the  Council  cease  building  houses  until  a,  lov/er  Ba-nli 
rate  has  been  fixed. 


Council  House  Management. 


Your  Council  ovmcd  659  houses  in,  December  1957  41  dv/olling 

at  the  Chanson  Estate  nere  being  built^  all  these  houses  ha.vc  been 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition,  I8  tena>.nts  wore  allov/ed  to 
transfer  to  tenancies  of  other  Council  houses,  usually  to  afford 
more  accommodation  or  because  the  houses  r/erc  unde3>- occupied. 


963  repahrs.of  rmny  kinds  were  carried  out  to  the  houses,  and 
these  v/ere  completed  generally  v;ithin  7 “*^0  10  days  of  the  notifica- 
tion of  the  depot,  ^28  inspections  of  the  houses  were  ma.de  either 
by  your  Borough  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Housing  Manager  in  connection 
vdth  housing  matters, 

104  dv/ellings  \7ere  painted  externally  during  the  3''ear.  It  is 
hoped  to  improve  on  this  figure  during  195^* 

Meat  & Food  Inspectlen. 


Regular  slaughtering  still  continues  at  the  orB-y  slaughter^ 
house  within  the  Borough,  that  of  Messrs,  Levett  & Hill,  v/ho  kill 
primaril3?'  for  their  ov/n  use.  The  si  caught  erhouse  v’as  conducted 
satisfactorily  and  generally  speaking  a good  sta.nda.rd  of  moat  was 
killed,  little  disease  being  found.  Number  of  carcasses  inspected 
was  as  follows: 

Oxen  107;  . Calves  13;  Pigs  217;  Sheep  3^5 • 

318  lbs,  of  moat  \7erc  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  butchers 
concornod  as  being  unfit  for  food. 


10  tins  of  canned,  foodstuffs  v^'cre  found  on  inspection  at 
hotels  and  grocers  to  bo  unfit  for  food  and  those  v/oro  also 
voluntarily  surrendered. 


Food  Promises. 


The  follov/ing  food  premises  v;ore  in  operation  within  the 
Bo rough: - 


Hotels  5 
Cafe’s  11 
Canteens  4 
Grocers  24 
Butchors  10 
Fishmongers  3 


Periodic  inspection  of  food  premises  & canteens  have  boon 
made.  These  a.ro  maintained  in  a reasonable  state. 

Notable  during  the  year  v/as  the  commencement  of  a poultry 
packing  sto.tion  a.t  one  of  the  local  factories.  The  station  v/as 
dealing  v/ith  some  4i  000  to  5?  000  poultry  per  day.  The  factory 
was  hygienically  laid  out  and  so  maintained,  oviscora.tion  of  the 
birds  v/as  not  carried  out  on  the  proi-iiscs  and  therefore  it  was 
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felt  that  proper  inspection  of  each  was  not  possible,  A general 
inspection  of  the  premises  was  made  from  time  to  time  and  on  each 
occasion  they  were  found  to  be  in  good  order.  The  question  of 
the  inspection  of  individual  birds  eviscerated  was  receiving 
the  active  consideration  of  pour  Council  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  and  the  County  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  yeo.r. 


Sampling. 

Samples  have  been  taJien  during  the  year  as  follov/s^ 


Ice  Cream 
Tov/n  Water 
Sewage  Effluent 
Lido  Water 


6 

2 

1 

.9 


Scavenging  and  Public  Cleansing. 


Weekly  collecting  of  house  refuse  has  been  made  from  all 
house  promises  within  the  Borough^  a.nd  thrice  v/eekly  from  the 
hotels.  Trade  waste  is  also  collected  on  payment  from  various 
factories. 


Disposal  has  been  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  lying  to 
the  north  of  the  playing  field  and  this  has  boon  satisfactorily 
moAntaincd.  This  tip  has  only  some  l8  months  to  run  before 
completion  and  thoughts  v/ere  being  given  as  to  alternative  sites. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  applications  for  planning  permission 
for  tipping  in  the  canal  along  Hanbury  Road  had  been  made  and 
this  proposal  is  to  bo  tried  v/hen  permission  ho.s  been  obtained. 


Salvo.gc  collection  continued  and  the  collection  of  tins  v/a 
reintroduced,  tins  are  collected  and  accumulo/ocd  on  the  tip  and 
baled  by  a porto.ble  baling  iiiachino  brought  by  the  pupcbas('!rsp'-|- 
the  tins.  The  income  from  the  tins  is  not  sufficient  to  meeu^tli 
cost,  and  a small  subsidy  to  cover  the  difference  is  being  poAd 
by  the  Iron  L Steel  Manufacturers  Scrap  Metal  Committee 
sorting  of  tins  b3’'  hand  is  expensive,  but  so  long  as 
become  a charge  on  the  ro.tes  it  is  vjorth  doing, 

NationoA  interest  it  Also  so.vcs  a good  donl.  of 


ni  1 


no 


it 


does, 
as  apart  from, 
tipping  space. 


no  o 
’Gne 


Mo/Gcrials  collected 
follovjs; 

and  sold 

for  salvage  during  bh 

u 3/ ear 

arc 

as 

Tons. 

Cv/ts.  Otrs, 

• 

• 

Mixed  Wo.ste  Paper 

31  - 

1-0 

value 

251, 

15. 

6.J 

Scrap  Iron 

2 - 

6 — 0 

1! 

16. 

n' 

0, 

Scrap  Tins 

25  - 

•4-3. 

!I 

6'o , 

11. 

Or 

Total  vaAuc*. - 

£334^ 

8". 

6. 

Street  sweeping  continued  with  the  use  of  the  M 
Truck  and  this  maintoAned  the  tovrn  in  a good  state  of 
in  fact  I know  that  the  cleanliness  of  the  Droitwicli 
often  the  subject  of  fo,vourablc  comment  by  visitors.. 


anu— Electric 
cl  eo.nl  incss 
Streets  is 


Rodent  Control. 


The  Borough  remains  very  free  from  rats  o.nd  your  Rodent 
Operator  continues  bi-monthly  inspections  o;nd  carries  out  the 
o.pproprioA e poisoning,  A to,bulo,tod  st.atement  of  inspections  and. 
v/ork  done  in  this  connection  vAll  be  scon  in  the  Appendix  to  uhe 
Report, 
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A nunbor  of  useful  minor  iinprovGmon1:s  v/crc  mcudo^  notably  in 
HolloWcoy  Road;  the  cornor  adjacont  to  tho  entrance  to  Cockshute. 
Hill  Farm  Road  was  improved  by  taJ^ing  off  part  of  the  corner  and 
throv/ing  it  into  the  highway  v/ith  irnprovonient s to  tho  site  lino* 

An  improvement  was  made  by  the  v/idening  of  the  west  end  of  Vines 
Lane  to  facilitate  two  linos  of  tro.ffic,  the  old  tree  stumps . were 
talcen  out  cund  tho  corner  through  the  railway  bridge  improved. 

The  railv/ay  bridge  itself  makes  o.  considorablo  obstruction  in 
Vines  Lanc;  but  there  appc.ars  to  bo  little  else  that  can  bo  done 
to  improve  it  short  of  altoro.tions  to  tho  bridge,, 

Tov/o-rds  the  end  of  the  year  v/ork  v/o.s  commenced  upon  the 
mailing  up  of  tho  private  street  known  o.s  Lyttelton  Ro,ad  South. 

This  is  an  improvonent  which  has  boon  v/antod  for  many  years  and 
on  completion  there  is  no  doubt  thgt  it  v/ill  bo  approcio.tcd  by 
both  frontagers  and  road  users.  The  cost  of  the  work  is  being 
apportioned  amongst  tho  frontagers. 

Minor  improvements  of  Cho.wson  Lo.no  woro.no.do  near  the  Co.ttle 
Creep  by  improving  tho  draino.go  on  Ccach  side  of  tho  loaio  o.nd 
preventing  rain  water  from  flooding  o.cross  it', 

A footpo.th  surfacing  programme  was  embarked  upon  and 
footpaths  in  Albert  Street;  St«  Nicholas  Street;  Burrish  Street; 
Miller  Street;  North  Street  and  Corbett  Avenue  wore  broken  up  rand 
rosurf aced^ 

The  roo.dways  in  the  Nov/  ’i7itton  Esto.te;  originally  constructed 
by  the  Council  having  been  built  up  on  both  sidos;  wore  surfaced 
and  the  footpaths  completed. 

Further  roads  in  the  Borough  v/cro  surface  dressed  during 
the  year;  although  unfortunately  tho  job  was  not  co.rriod  out  too 
satisf  o.ctorily. 

Public  footpath  signs  v/ere  erected  and.  nov/  all  the  paths  in 
the  Borough  are  sign-posted,  Pomiagc  to  tho  pigns  has  occurred  at 
intervals  and  was  giving  tho  Council  concern, 

Tho  treatment  of  various  streets  a,nd  footpaths  with  v/oed- 
killer  continued  and  Y/ith  experience  and  pro.ctico  no  troeS;  to 
nj  knowledge;  v/ere  affected  by  the  v/eedlilller  this  year,,  Such 
treatment  undoubtedly  results  in  an  improved  appearance  of  the 
streets  a,nd  consequent  reduction  in  labour  costs  in  weeding. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disisosal . 

G-encrally;  speaking;  the  sewers  have  opero.ted  so.tisfa.ctorily 
without  major  blockages.  A regular  and  systematic  inspection  of 
sewers,  inaugurated  some  two  or  throe  yoo.rs  a.gO;  is  undoubtedly 
bearing  fruit  in  the  prevention  of  major  blockages  as  blockc.geG 
are  being  discovered  at  such  a stage  that  they  can  usually  be 
cl  eared  without  undue  trouble. 

Queen  Street  flooding  continued  to  occur  on  occasions  and 
it  v/as  decided  to  instruct  your  Consulting  Engineer  to  report 
upon  this  matter  in  order  that  works  to  prevent  flooC.ing  could  ^ 
be  carried  out  when  the  Sewage  Works  Extensions  a.rc  in  progress. 

The  Disposal  Worlis  qperatod  a.s  satisfactorily  as  is  possible 
in  viev/  of  their  very  much  overladen  condition,  A further  set  of 
filter  arms  v/oro  replo.ced.  Your  Maaiagor;  Mr,  Colin  Bevan,  left 
for  an  improved  appointment  qnd  Mr,  Leonard  Bra.nt  v/as  appointed 
in  his  stead,  Mr,  Bevan  v/OvS  an  admirable  Manager  o.nd  should 
travel  far  in  his  profession,  Mr.  Brant  heWS  made  a good  stcart 
and  shows  himself  to  be  thoroughly  competent  at  his  work.  Notable 
during  the  year  wa,s  the  Council's  decision  to.proceod  v/ith  the  ^ 
extension  of  tho  Sewage  Works  o,nd  instruction^  were  given  to  Sir 
Arnold  Waters  for  the  preparation  of  a scheme,.  Land  for  the 
proposed  extensions  of  tho  works  v/as  acquired,. 

- continued  - 
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\7ater  Sur>pl.v. 

Y/ater  main  extensions  v/ere  carrieci  out  in  tiie  lievr  Y/itton 
Estate  and  Pilgrim  P.oad,  During  the  year  negotiations  with 
the  East  Y- or cester shire  Y/aterwork  Company  continued  with  a view 
to  the  sale  of  the  undertaking.  Consumption  was  as  follows^ 

During  1957  water  consumed  amounted,  to  lOiD^lSy^OOO  gallons 
averaging  290,920  gallons  per  da3^  as  compared  with  an  e.vera.ge 
of  280,  60O , gallons  per  da^''  in  195^» 

Drill  Hall.. 

The  Drill  Hall , continues  in  use  as  previously,  two  rooms 
being  let  off  to  a business  firm  and  a third  was  let  uo  the 
WcV.S.  as  an  office". 

Parks  & Open  Spaces. 

The  King  Ceorge  Playing  Field  continues  in  heavy  use,  both 
during  the  v/inter  for  football  and  hockey  a,nd  for  cricket  in 
the  summer.  The  ground  is  gradually/  deteriorating  due  to  this 
heav:?"  use  and  poor  drainage, 

I would  again  ur^’e  that  the  Council  should  prepare  a long 
term  plo.n  for  the  development  of  the  derolio : lar.d  v/hicr.  hox 
been  tipped  over  and  could,  well  bo  used  for  plowing  field 
purposes  and  relievo  the  present  ground  for  some  six  m.onths 
each  year. 

Vinos  Park  Bowling  G-roon  shov/s  steo.d:/  improvement.  It 
again  received  the  approval  of  the  V/orcestorshiro  Bowling 
Association  and  wo.s  well  ployed  upon  and  used,  during  the  SGO-Son^ 

The  trees,  gardens  and  open  spaces  generally  v/ero 
mainto.iried  to  the  best  advo.ntoye  o.ccord.ing  to  the  labour 
available. 

Droitwich  Po.rk  & LlcLo. 


Your  Mo,nagor,  Mr^  Bov/les,  left  your  c^gploy  for  another 
appointment,  o.nd  3^our  Council  decided,  not  to  ro—appoint  oaiothor 
Ho.nager  but  to  lot  the  cafe,  o,ppointj.ng  a Bo.th  fi’/pes^visor;  the 
general  work  of  supervision  falling  upon  the  3oroi;.gh  Cu:’ve3'or 
o.nd  the  Borough  Treasurer  respoct.ively , On  m3'  toiJ.ng  over  the 
Fool  it  wo^s  very  soon  apparent  that  the  purif Icoh'ion  plant  wo.s 
not  in  good  order,  particularly  the  filters  v/hich  wore  in  a 
bo.d  state,  of  ropcair.  Consequently  following  reports  in  derail 
upon  the  p3.ant  you  decided  to  take  steps  'Je  ho.ve  it  properly' 
renovated. 


During  the  v/inter  season,  follov/ing  an  oxtremol3/'  d.ifficult 
summer,  the  filters  wore  talcon  down,  thoroughly  cleansed,  the 
plate  supporting  the  sand  strengthened,  the  , 
graded  ai,nd  replaced,  nev/  pumps  wore  provided. 


uid  cleaned  and 
motors  overhauled 


a.nd.  probably  most  importa.nt,  the  old  out  of  date  chloramine 
sterilisation  plant  was  ropla.ced  b3'  the  now  up  to  d.ate  broad 
point  chlorinate  ion  S3^stcm»  An  improved  v/atcr  can  confidently 
be  anticipated  in  the  195^  season. 


Your  Hoad  G-ardenor,  Mr,  Jim  Colley,  took  over  the  conrrol 
of  the  gardening  sta.ff  at  the  Park  a.nd  the  Po.rk  is  in  good  ordcix. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consideration  vfas  being  given  to 
the  provision  of  tv/o  further  hard  courts.  ^ 

Canad» 

Considerable  discussion  and  negotiation  v/ith  Coventry  and 
Y/orcostcr  took  place  regarding  the  abandoniaent  of  the  cc.nal,  / 

--  continued  - 
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This  bocomos  progressivoljr  moro  urgent:.  The  bed  of  the  cano.l 
in  Vines  Park  is  silting  up  o.nd  during  periods  of  lov/  floxi  of 
the  SalvJo.rpo  the  amount  of  v/ater  in  the  Ccanal  is  very  small 
with  consequently  banlis  of  mud  and  filth  showing  to  all  po.ssors- 
by.  The  wsir  plo.nJi  v/hich  diverts  water  down  from  the  Salwarpc 
into  the  canal  is  in  a very  bo.d  sto/co  of  repair  and  v/atcr  passes 
under  the  sill,  I ho.vc  reported  and  v/ould  aga.in  emphasize  tho,t 
this  sluice  gofee  ca.nnot  lo-st  much  longer  and  v/hon  it  goes  it 
will  be  costly  to  replace  and  whilst  getting  the  replacement 
there  v/ill  be  hardtLy  any  v/ater  whatever  in  the  canal  basin.  It 
is  to  bo  hoped  tho.t  the.,  coming  year  will  see  the  canal  scheme 
settled  (xnd  carried  out. 


Mortuar?/. 

The  problem  of  the  Mortuary  1ms  not  been  solved.  Plans 
\7crc  prepared  by  my  Department  for  ca  nevr  building  to  comply/'  v/ith 
the  Ministry's  recommendations  but  no  decision  ho.d  boon  reached 
upon  the  matter  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


/ 


I am; 

Your  V/orship;  La.dics  Iz  G-ontlemen; 


G-RAHM  L,  ROBINSON, 

Borouah  Enainoor  d:  Surveyor . 
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APPENDIX. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


This  work  has  continued  upon  a bi-monthly  basis,  and  “ 
report  that  the  Town  is  free  from  any  major  inf estation;- 

A summary  of  work  carried  out  is  as  follows;- 

Type  of  Pro'perty^ 


L.  Au- 
thorlty 


Dwelling:  All  other  Total 

Houses  ‘(^including: 

Business  & 

Industrial) 


Total  No,  of 
properties 
in  Borough. 


9 


1990 


188 


2187 


2.  No,  of 

properties 
inspected  as  (a) 
a result  of 
(a)  notifi- 
cation or 
survey  under 
the  Act  (b) 

Otherwise  (c) 


16 


561 


29 


19 


599 


3.  No,  of 

proper-.  (a) 

ties  RATS,  Major  - 
under  2,  Minor  4 

found  to  . (b) 

be  infes-  Major  - 
ted  by  MICE  .Minor  - 

(a)  rats  or 

(b)  mice. 


32 

9 


8 

5 


44 

14 


4.  No.  of 
infested 
properties 
treated. 


4 


41 


13 


58 


5.  No, . of  notices 
served  under 


Treatment.  NIL. 

NIL. 

NIL. 

NIL 

Structural 

work  (i.e. 

Proofing) , NIL, 

NIL. 

NIL, 

NIL 

can 

A^rlcul- 

tural 

11 


11 

2 


2 

NIL. 

NIL. 
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